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affairs, the right of voting in it, is sufficient to impose on me the
duty of instructing myself about this: happy, every time that I
reflect upon governments, to find ever in my researches new
reasons for loving that of my country.1
There follows the opening sentence of Chapter I, Book I:
VJiomme est ne libre, et partout il est dans les fers. Even the
man who believes himself to be the master of others is more a
slave than they. On what is this universal servitude based ? Not
on force, for if it were that fact itself would justify revolution.
But order is a sacred right, the basis of all other rights. The
cause of servitudes is not force, nor is it anybody's natural
right to superiority; it is just convention. Rousseau understood
the old Greek antithesis between nature and convention, and
he had no doubt from which of the two came the ills and
sufferings of mankind.
The most ancient and the only natural society is the family.
As the children grow up they become exempt from the
obedience which they owe to the father, they become free.
This common liberty is a consequence of the nature of man.
The family is the first model of political societies. The chief
is the image of the father; the people are the image of the
children. All being born equal and free, they only alienate
their liberty for their own good.
A people can give themselves over to a ruler; but to do this
they must first be a people. Therefore, before examining the
act by which a people elects a king, it would be well to examine
the act by which they become a people. This act, being
necessarily anterior to the other, is the real foundation of
society. This original political society is the result of a con-
vention, a social contract, by which individuals form an associa-
tion to defend and protect with all the common force the
person and goods of each associate. By this social contract
each individual, uniting himself with aU, nevertheless obeys
only himself, and remains as free as before (et reste aussi Kbre
qu'auparavant). Each one, giving himself to all, gives himself
1 Du Contrat social, Book I, Prefect